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AUDITION INFORMATION 

Keep this section for your records 

1. Where do I go for the audition? 
 
Auditions will be held in the Music Area, Building F, Kingswood Campus. See the travel information above. There will 
be a list of the notice board of applicants and rooms; together with a simple map of where to find the room locations. 
 

2. What equipment is available?  
 

- Piano 
- Drum kit 
- Electric Guitar amps 
- Microphone for vocals 
- Amplification for backing tracks on CD or phone 

 
Note: you can also audition with singing rather than playing an instrument as well. 

3. What should I bring to the audition? 
 

 Your instrument. 
 The written music (if any) you need to play from. 
 Your accompanist (if applicable). 
 Examples of your compositions (if applicable). 
 Your resume/cv/self-promotion kit or scrapbook. 

 
Note: you may make use of a recorded accompaniment if you wish. (Acceptable recording formats are CD or 
portable players, such as iPod). 

4. What happens at the audition/interview? 
 
You will be asked to play excerpts from 2 contrasting pieces. You may also be asked to sing a scale, perform an  
improvisation and identify some basic intervals. 

 
Bring any interesting material to your audition, such as compositions (CDs and/or scores) and be prepared to talk 
about your experiences in music. Also think about your career aspirations. What standards are expected in the 
audition? 

 
People’s backgrounds vary. It is difficult to establish a fixed rule here but we expect you to play/sing etc. in more than 
one style. It is not acceptable, for instance, to perform two pieces by Mozart, or two Joe Satriani covers, or two very 
similar ragas. This music course recognises and encourages diversity, and it is essential that you demonstrate your 
versatility at the audition. 

 
5. Do I have to be able to read music? 

 
In the professional music world, reading music is an important medium for musical communication. We would like 
potential students to have a ‘working knowledge’ of standard music notation, but we will be teaching this in the first 
semester of study. 



6. When will I know the results of the audition? 
 
You will be notified of an offer of place via the normal UAC process. We are able to give you feedback on your 
presentation, but we are not permitted to make offers or refusals of places outside of the normal UAC notification. 

 
7. What if I’m not successful? 

 
The best advice is to spend all your spare time in the year after the audition working on your performance.  You can 
then apply again the next year. 

 
8. If I’m successful, where do I live and what do I live off while I’m studying? 

 
In brief, you may find it appropriate to live close to campus, either in the student residences or in a flat in the area, 
possibly with other students. Many students receive financial support through Austudy, and many have part-time 
jobs. 

 
9. If I study Music at Western Sydney University, what do I get? 

 
Access to practice rooms, training in high-quality professional recording studios, computer labs, access to a range of 
instruments, especially percussion and Asian instruments, opportunities to perform and interact with your fellow 
students. More important than these things, though, you get the benefit of working with highly-trained staff who are all 
practicing professional musicians and researchers across a broad range of musical activities, including performance, 
composition, recording, and thinking and talking about music. You come here to learn from us! 

 
10. If I study Music at Western Sydney University, what do I do when I’m finished? 

 
We hope that if you complete a degree here, you’ll have an excellent basis for working in some facet of the 
professional music world: as a performer, either solo or with an ensemble or band, as a composer/arranger in various 
genres (including areas such as multi-media, film and radio phonic work), as a sound engineer, as an educator, as a 
music researcher or writer, in the music and arts support and management industries, and so on. 

 
11. What programs and equipment do you use for music with computers? 

 
 Sequencing, recording and mixing: Avid Pro Tools 
 Software Synthesis: Absynth 
 MIDI and audio programming: MAX/MSP, Ableton Live 
 Notation: Finale 
 And many others. 

 
The computing platform in Music at Western Sydney University is Macintosh. 

 
Synthesizers/samplers available include Native Instruments Komplete, Moog Voyager. 

 
The main recording studio is 128 track digital with associated acoustically-treated recording spaces. We have very 
good microphones (AKG, Schoeps, Neumann, Sennheiser, AudioTechnica, etc). 
 
Final Checklist 

 

 Complete the Questionnaire and bring it with you to the audition/interview (do not post as advised in the UAC 
Guide). 

 

 Book an audition/interview time online using the Audition Interview Bookings System. 
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7 MUSIC APPRECIATION 

Write briefly about any significant musical experience you have had as a listener recently. This might be a concert, 

recording, community event or something else. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

8 COMPUTER SKILLS 

List any music software or other software with which you are familiar: 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

9 MAJOR STUDIES PREFERENCES 

Number, in order of preference, major studies for second and third year.  As the first year is a foundation year your 

preferences may well change by the end of session two. 

……….  Performance ……….  Composition ……….  Music Technology ……….  Musicology 

10 SIGNATURE 

Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………..  Date: ……………………………………… 

11 LODGEMENT 

Make sure you bring your completed questionnaire when you attend your audition. 

Other than as authorised or required by law, the University will only use information collected via this form for the purposes for which it is being 

collected and in accordance with the University’s functions and activities associated with your enrolment.  Some specified information will be provided 

to third parties such as DEEWR, other government and external agencies, and to the student associations where there are requirements on the 

management, other laws and the University’ 

 

5 MUSICAL EXPERIENCE and PROFICIENCY 

Provide details of your performing experience in music, including school, amateur, community, professional, on or off 

stage performances.  

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................  

6 MUSICAL TRAINING 

Provide details of any instrumental training, singing lessons, or other musical courses attended. 

Indicate any theory or practical grades (AMEB or similar) you have attained.  

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 




